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so our numbers are believed to be very good. Nerat said that Bob Desjarlais stated that if our factor is 
lowered he will fight to have Lake Township's lowered too. Goffin said he had the right to dispute the 
numbers when they were given to him and he did not, we did. Nerat said that she felt we should solve 
this problem here and not have to go to Lower Michigan again and go through all that. She said that she 
talked to Harold Anderson he told her the numbers were pretty close. Schwanz said that is good and 
hopefully we can sit down here on our own ground and settle this. Kass stated she would agree 100% 
with Nerat that we should not to have to go through all the expense and everything we went through with 
the last Tax Tribunal action. However mistakes were found and they should be corrected. In addition the 
action Kelly Sobel from the State Tax Commission, asked the County to take, by plugging our numbers 
into the system to see the difference, did not happen or we would probably have the answers right now. 
Schwanz said the studies the State reviewed were prior to the mistake being found so they could not do 
anything as they did not know about the mistake. Barker stated that it is the Board's fiduciary duty to 
treat everyone equally and being factored without proper justification is not treating everyone equally. 
Nerat asked if we can sit down and settle this. Schwanz said she believed we could but we would have to 
file with the State Tax Tribunal to move forward. Kass said she did not believe that petitioning the State 
Tax Tribunal to review our figures was a hostile endeavor but a tool that has been put in place to be used 
in a case such as this where we know mistak6were made and we believe in the integrity of the 
Township's numbers. Goffin said that Brian Neumeier, the County Administrator agreed with him to 
settle this without attorneys and a letter should be coming confirming that. Goffin said the first thing to 
happen will be a Pre-Trial Conference and he hopes the situation will be settled there. If it can not be 
settled there than Brian agreed he would go down to the State Tax Tribunal with Assessor Schwanz and 
the County Equalization Director and settle this. Barker again states that it is the Board's responsibility to 
treat our residents fairly and she did not believe it is treating the residents fairly by giving them a higher 
taxable than they deserve. Goffin asked ifthere were anymore questions. Motion made by Goffin to file 
a petition with the Michigan State Tax Tribunal to appeal the 2008 Menominee County Equalization for 
the Residential, Agriculture and Commercial classes for Menominee Township. Nerat asked if we had to 
vote 011 this tonight. Goffin explained that the petition must be filed by the 22nd so we would have to vote 
tonight. The motion was seconded by Kass. The motion carried 3 to 2 with Axtell and Nerat voting Nay. 

Roads; #10 Road was reviewed. The figure that Darrel Moilanen, the County Road Commission 
Manager, told the Board at the meeting with them on #10 rd. was higher on the new contract than what 
was quoted. This estimate for #10 rd., I/.. mile, would come out to about $200,000 a mile for paving 
where Twin Creek is $130,000. The Twin Creek paving and the Evergreen Rd. reconstruction looks 
correct as was stated by Darrel Moilanen, the County Road Commission Manager, at the meeting. 
Motion made by Barker to sign the following contracts as follows: Twin Creek Rd. Paving for 
$260,868.39, No.1 0 Rd. Construction for $26,446.70 and No.10 Rd. Paving for $48,123.41, seconded by 
Kass, motion carried unanimously. 

Cemetery Items; Kass explained that the Sexton quoted us $348 a piece for three 4 foot benches for the 
cemetery and the 6 foot benches would much better serve the purpose. Kass said that the 6 foot benches 

. are $100 a piece more than the 4 foot ones but the Sexton did get a $40 reduction on them and she would 
like to see the Township purchase the 6 foot benches. Motion made by Barker to approve the purchase of 
three 6 foot benches for the cemetery instead of three 4 foot ones, seconded by Axtell, motion carried 
unanimously. 

Pay Bills; Motion made by Barker to approve the payment of ck#23363 thru ck#23369, seconded by 
Axtell, motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comment: None 

Adjourn: MOtiOll made by Axtell to adjourn@8:50,secon·edby Nera7'n c~~ied unanimously.mo~i 
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